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You’ve already dreamed up the blueprints. We may be able to help bring them to life.  
The U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit offers competitive rates, flexible payment 
options and trusted service to help you finance the lasting home improvements you’ve 
always wanted.

*1.50% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 
1.50% during the 6-month Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from September 11 – 
November 11, 2016. After the 6-month introductory period: the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as published in 
the Wall Street Journal. As of September 11, 2016, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit ranged from 2.62% APR to 7.20% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase 
in the Prime Rate, a credit limit below $100,000, an LTV above 70%, and/or a credit score less than 730. A U.S. Bank Consumer Silver, Gold, or Platinum Checking Package account is 
required to receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state law, or below 2.12% APR – 2.55% APR, depending 
on market. Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, once your credit line transitions into the repayment period. 
Repayment options may vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only repayment may be unavailable. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan 
programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its

representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is unique. You should consult your tax and/or legal advisor for advice and information 
concerning your particular situation. Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are 
offered through U.S. Bank National Association. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first 
year and is waived with a U.S. Bank personal Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists terms and conditions that apply to U.S. Bank 
Consumer Checking Package accounts and can be obtained by calling 800.872.2657. Member FDIC. ©2016 U.S. Bank.  160494  8/16

They’re your dreams. Start building them.

Introductory rate for 6 months  
Rates as low as

Variable rate after 
introductory periodHOME 

EQUITY 
LINE OF 
CREDIT 1.50 4.00

Rate available 9/11/16 - 11/11/16.
Rates are subject to change.

Rate shown for lines of credit:
– Up to 70% loan-to-value
–  U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package 
Actual rate may be lower. 
Visit usbank.com for custom rates.

APR* APR*
% %

Call 800.209.BANK (2265),   
visit a local branch, 
or go to usbank.com/dreambig

TSU Meets 
President Obama

President Obama welcomes TSU’s Aristocrat of Bands

TSU’s Aristocrat of Bands at the White House

The Aristocrat of Bands Drum Majors on the White House 
Lawn Photos by Dr. Stephanie Hale Walker

l-r; Tennessee State University President Dr. Glenda Glover 
and Grant Winrow at the White House

By Clint Confehr

NASHVILLE, TN — Davidson 
County General Sessions Court 
Judge Rachel L. Bell works under 
long-standing local court rules and 
federal law, she said Monday, of-
fering transparency on how she 
presides.

Judge Bell has been criticized 
for not calling her own docket. 
However, her practice is similar 
to other judges’ management, she 
said. Dockets may be called by a 
court officer without a judge pres-
ent. It’s standard in other counties.

Meanwhile, Judge Bell is deal-
ing with a medical condition that 
she was, at first, reluctant to dis-
cuss publicly.

Judge Bell has managed Type 1 
diabetes for 25 years and a thyroid 
condition for 11 years, she said. 
Bell is approaching the conclusion 
of a 12-month diabetes self-man-
agement education program at the 
Eskind Diabetes Clinic at Vander-
bilt Medical Center.

Complications from her thyroid 
required adjustments to her medi-
cation, she said. So, Bell is using 
accommodations available under 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.  

“My ADA accommodations 
have been approved by Human Re-
sources and the General Sessions 
Court Administrators Office,” she 
said. “I am thankful that there 
are federal guidelines in place for 
those with disabilities when they 
need them.”

Her condition “is not something 
you can fix in a day,” she said. “It 
sometimes takes 3-4 months.”

Metropolitan General Sessions 

Court Local Rules of Practice, in-
cluding No. 4.01 adopted in 2009, 
permit first call of civil dockets by 
a courtroom deputy.

“My court room starts on time 
everyday and all cases are com-
pleted the day they are on the 
docket, unless continued by agree-
ment,” Bell said.

“I allow time for settlement 
and discussion to determine which 
cases are ready to proceed. After 
settlement and discussion, I take 
the bench.”

When Bell was an attorney, 
some judges proceeded toward 
trial, a preliminary hearing, or a 
motion, thereby eliminating op-
portunities to know available alter-
natives. Judges have the authority 
to run their courtrooms in various 
ways.

“The district attorney needs 
time to convey offers,” she said.

“I want to be transparent,” Bell 
said, thanking the community for 
its support and understanding. “I 
wanted to keep this health matter 
private.”

Bell feels she’s been forced to 
speak up and has come to under-
stand transparency is needed.

Her use of ADA accommoda-
tions is temporary, she said.

Several months have passed as 
she and her physician have been 
adjusting her medications to bring 
her body chemistry into balance, 
Bell said.

Judge Bell was elected in 2014 
to an eight-year term. In May this 
year, questions were raised about 
her administration of the courts 
where she presides. That’s several 
months into the 12-month diabetes 
program.

“I am a very compassionate 
judge and I’m concerned with peo-
ple’s lives and rendering justice,” 
she said.

Judge Bell restricted her state-
ments to her medical condition and  
courtroom administration.

“People need to be more aware 
of the law and how it applies to 
their lives,” she said. Therefore, 
she’s exploring opportunities to in-
form the public in The Tennessee 
Tribune column.

Hon. Judge Rachel Bell’s 
Court Runs Normal

Judge Rachel L. Bell
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