
 

 

 

 

 

General Sessions Recovery Court Eligibility Criteria 

General Sessions Recovery Court follows best practice guidelines from NADCP and TCA codes for the Drug 

Court Treatment Act of 2003.  Please review the eligibility criteria below.  Screening includes a review of the 

instant offense, criminal history and may include a review of the candidate’s NCIC report.  Candidates 

requesting to start Recovery Court under bond conditions rather than a plea of guilt must be approved by 

General Deb Smith. 

 

Drug Court Treatment Act of 2003 

§ 16-22-113 Each participant in a drug court treatment program shall: 

(1) Not be a violent offender as defined in § 16-22-103; 

 

§ 16-22-103 (4) (A) "Violent offender" means a person who: 

(i)  Is convicted of an offense [not including prior convictions], during the course of which: 

(a)  The person carried, possessed or used a firearm or dangerous weapon; 

(b)  There occurred the death of or serious bodily injury to any person; or 

(c)  There occurred the use of force against the person of another; or 

(ii)  Has one (1) or more prior convictions for a felony crime of violence involving the use or 

attempted use of force against a person with the intent to cause death or serious bodily harm; 

 

(2)  Be substance abusing or chemically dependent, or both; and 

(3)  Be willing to participate in a treatment program. 

 

Additionally, General Sessions Recovery Court does not accept: 

 Candidates with a prior conviction of felon in possession of a weapon or felony drug sale 

o “attempt” convictions are still eligible for GS Recovery Court 

 Confirmed gang members 

 Candidates with holds or pending charges in other jurisdictions 

 Candidates convicted of a sex crime or on the Sex Offender Registry 

 Candidates currently on parole or released from parole or prison within the preceding 10 years. 

 

 

* All candidates will be reviewed on a case by case basis for Recovery Court program fitness.* 

 

 

 

Please visit https://recoverycourt.nashville.gov/ for additional information about the Court and to fill out an 

electronic referral form.  Should you need additional assistance, please contact Lauren Berens at 

LaurenBerens@jis.nashville.org or 615-880-3859. 
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